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A query letter. 
 
 

An elevator pitch. 
 

A convoluted 
theme you can't 
explain. 
 

A reluctant 
monarch. 
 

Robert A. Heinlein. 
 

Find-a-better-word 
brackets. 
 

Not wearing pants. 
 

Plotting. 
 

16 candles. 
 

Trouble. 
 

Pantsing. 
 

A detailed outline 
delineating every 
scene down to the 
paragraph level. 
 

The Aliens. 
 

A broken bridge. 
 

Live shame. 
 

Doggos. 
 

Dark and 
mysterious villains 
beyond our 
control. 
 

Rapping. 
 

A wanderer. 
 

Violence. 
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A horribly 
embarrassing typo. 
 

A friend. 
 

A magician. 
 

Psychic senses. 
 

The Villain's 
Journey. 
 

Food as plot trope. 
 

Waking up half-
naked in India 
Palace's parking 
lot. 
 

Books. 
 

Writing and 
praying the 
characters figure it 
out. 
 

Active plotting. 
 

Ambiguous genre. 
 

Pantsing your way 
to victory. 
 

A love triangle. 
 

Waiting till 
inspiration. 
 

New Fantasy 
Terms. 
 

Pretending to be 
productive. 
 

The Devil himself. 
 

Salvation. 
 

Character 
dysfunction. 
 

My collection of 
Japanese comics. 
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Service dogs. 
 

A secret garden. 
 

Power porn. 
 

Competence porn. 
 

Just plain old porn. 
 

Charcuterie of 
sentient beings. 
 

The Different 
Panel. 
 

17 chapters. 
 

Single malt scotch. 
 

Writer's Tears. 
 

Gender-ambiguous 
names. 
 

X-rated songs with 
twists. 
 

Sethra Lavode. 
 

Throwing a lyorn 
into a volcano. 
 

Borderland 
crossing. 
 

Subverting the 
trope. 
 

Birth luck. 
 

A dragon shelter. 
 

An anthology. 
 

All the marbles. 
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An elven lord who 
dies. 
 

Sentient weapons. 
 

A magic horse. 
 

Lit-erotica. 
 

A panel on a 
contentious topic 
that turns out 
really cool. 
 

Disturbing 
children's 
literature. 
 

Charcuterie. 
 

Service dogs. 
 

Breaking the fourth 
wall. 
 

A failure of 
profraeding. 
 

Twilight fan fiction. 
 

A jhereg wearing a 
bikini. 
 

A black leather hat 
with a feather. 
 

Whatever Liz 
thinks is plot. 
 

A shy weasel. 
 
 

A friendly storm 
weasel. 
 

A crushing sense 
of dread. 
 

A five-man band. 
 

Draco in leather 
pants. 
 

Seeing what 
happens when you 
stab someone. 
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An orgy at the 
Unseelie Court. 
 

An older woman 
who knows her 
way around the 
convention halls. 
 

Failure of the 
imagination. 
 

My muse being a 
bitch. 
 

Not wanting to 
break my 
characters' will... in 
that way. 
 

Chimpanzees in 
blue liquid. 
 

Peacock hair. 
 

My penis. 
 

Genital Jousting. 
 

Amish Vampires in 
Space. 
 

A chain mail bikini. 
 

Cannibal 
paprikash. 
 

Microphone 
feedback. 
 

The crackhouse 
next door. 
 

Anime that turns 
horribly dark by 
episode 3. 
 

Dark clouds of 
cigarette smoke. 
 

A good point. 
 

Dressing in black. 
 

Weasels. 
 

Otters who will not 
be herded. 
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Chekov's gun. 
 

Sentient cordyceps 
fungus. 
 

Surprised Pikachu. 
 

Human suffering. 
 

Chaos. 
 

Satanic rituals. 
 

Sanic. 
 

Mushrooms, 
mushrooms, 
badger, badger, 
badger. 
 

King Lyson, ruler 
of Tableria. 
 

Furries. 
 

Peanut butter. 
 

A transition portal. 
 

Consensual sex. 
 

Reading vulgar 
poetry aloud. 
 

Gorilla glue. 
 

Oompah Loompas. 
 

Cannibals. 
 

Firing an Uzi. 
 

A plot hole. 
 

Sex scenes. 
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Strong female 
characters. 
 

Getting 
decapitated by a 
helicopter. 
 

Amnesia. 
 

Writing while 
drunk. 
 

Self publishing. 
 

Publication envy. 
 

Audio version with 
a dyslexic narrator. 
 

Psychic cats. 
 

The smell of corflu. 
 

Sudden ninjas. 
 

Necromancy. 
 

A pangender 
octopus who 
roams the cosmos 
in search of love. 
 

Steve's hat. 
 

Cold consuite 
coffee. 
 

Repurposing 
childhood trauma 
for character 
development. 
 

Info-dumps. 
 

A hard drive crash 
with no backup. 
 

World-building 
through breakfast. 
 

Solving problems 
with violence. 
 

Those damned 
coffee urns. 
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A writer who has 
never seen Star 
Trek or Star Wars. 
 

Spoilers. 
 

Emma Bull's faery 
queen ensemble. 
 

An angry Vizsla. 
 

Hungry writers. 
 

Characters 
screaming in your 
brain. 
 

Karl giving the 
middle finger. 
 

A latex-clad fan. 
 

The Hero's 
Journey. 
 

Major revisions. 
 

Being two books 
short of a trilogy. 
 

A moderator on a 
power trip. 
 

Piers Anthony's 
underwear. 
 

She who must not 
be named. 
 

LJ disagreeing 
with Steve or Liz. 
 

Your other Cthulu 
shirt. 
 

Your lonely, 
pathetic dreams. 
 

Introducing 
yourself as award-
wining. 
 

Writing with pens 
that feel like wiping 
your ass with silk. 
 

My author website. 
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Procrastination. 
 

Having big dreams 
but no realistic 
way to achieve 
them. 
 

A clackity 
keyboard. 
 

Emerging from the 
sea and rampaging 
through Tokyo. 
 

Using comedy as a 
coping 
mechanism. 
 

An editor with a 
comma fetish. 
 

Becoming a 
blueberry. 
 

Ghostwriting under 
a non-disclosure 
agreement. 
 

Telling a shitty 
story that goes 
nowhere. 
 

Completely 
unwarranted 
confidence. 
 

Remembering what 
happened in 
chapter one. 
 

AI waifus. 
 

A research rabbit-
hole. 
 

Miska, the Magic 
Vizsla. 

A poorly written 
Star Trek fan 
fiction novel. 

Warp drive. 

A hallucinating AI. 
 

Pantsing your 
plotters. 
 

The circle of time. 
 

Trumps of Doom. 
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Over-powered 
omniscient 
characters. 

Wormholes that 
lead to 
suspiciously 
convenient 
destinations. 

Egregiously 
unnecessary 
musical episodes. 

Fan-produced wiki 
internet sites. 

Characters who 
stop cooperating 
with their key plot 
requirements. 
 

A rectal 
cranialectomy. 
 

The heartbreak of 
psoriasis. 
 

Paarfirotica. 
 

An antagonist who 
is more likeable 
than the main 
character. 
 

Not speaking 
directly into the 
microphone. 
 

An ill-advised 
crossover story. 
 

A visitor from 
Porlock. 
 

Trashy detective 
novels set in 
Scotland. 
 

An entirely 
unsympathetic 
protagonist. 
 

A curlicue outline 
double-drop-
shadow italicized 
font. 
 

Finding a better 
font. 
 

Hairballs. 
 

Spacely Space 
Sprockets. 
 

The Jetson's aircar 
with 3.9% Spacely 
Space Sprockets 
financing approval. 
 

Too much caffeine. 
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Not enough 
caffeine. 
 

Alcohol, drugs, 
sugar, and sleep 
deprivation. 
 

Mervyn the 
Minnesota Marmot. 
 

Abusing Latin for 
fun and profit. 
 

A thesaurus that 
knows fewer words 
than I do. 
 

Writing forsoothly. 
 

Terrible writing 
advice. 
 

Red squiggles 
under every damn 
character name. 
 

My cat’s fuzzy 
tummy. 
 

Gone With The 
Wind 2: Electric 
Boogaloo. 
 

A human thumb! 
 

The villain twirling 
his mustache. 
 

Adorable Cthulu 
plushies. 
 

The Baby Jesus! 
 

Sharks, so many, 
many sharks. 
 

A jump to the left. 
 

My evil twin. 
 

Rocks that fall (and 
everybody dies). 
 

Keannu Reeves 
and a bus. 
 

The Count’s lovely 
daughter. 
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A handsome 
prince in need of 
rescue. 
 

Pop Rocks. 
 

Some dickhead 
named Clyde. 
 

A butler who didn’t 
do it. 
 

Frogs! 
 

A crashing 
chandelier. 
 

An alien baby. 
 

Stephen fuckin’ 
King. 
 

Radioactive 
squirrels. 
 

The clerk at the 
Holiday. 
 

Maniacal laughter. 
 

Self-mobilizing 
scenery. 
 

Self-mobilizing 
cheese. 
 

Background 
characters who 
want me to write 
their story. 
 

Istanbul (not 
Constantinople). 
 

Those pesky kids. 
 

Construction on 
I-94. 
 

Mushy peas. 
 

Minnesota Nice. 
 

X-ray specs. 
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A ridiculously 
expensive set of 
Lego. 
 

Environmentally 
friendly light bulbs. 
 

Decaffeinated 
coffee brands that 
can be just as tasty 
as the real thing. 
 

Your little dog 
Toto, too. 
 

A death ray. 
 

A post-apocalyptic 
world that’s 
toasted like a 
marshmallow. 
 

Eating at the India 
Palace buffet after 
a panel about 
cannibalism. 
 

A sexy leather 
jacket. 
 

Being my own 
grandpa. 
 

Harper Lee and her 
Orchestra. 
 

The walrus. 
 

Pirates! 
 

A sparkly purple 
unicorn. 
 

A writers group 
that hates 
everything I write. 
 

Secret Sauce. 
 

A badge with so 
many stickers you 
can’t read the 
wearer’s name. 
 

Murder bees. 
 

AI-generated art 
that distorts reality 
like Play-Doh in a 
blender. 
 

A flesh wound. 
 

The hokey-pokey. 
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A hive of scum and 
villainy. 
 

A madcap 
adventure 
involving a big 
road race in the 
desert. 
 

Phasers set on 
stun. 
 

The world’s 
smallest violin, 
playing just for me. 
 

My grandmother’s 
secret cornbread 
recipe. 
 

A bigger boat. 
 

Narrativity. 
 

A potato-cooking 
room. 
 

An ambiguous 
ending. 
 

The Antichrist. 
 

A lead pipe, in the 
library. 
 

Soylent Green. 
 

Being made of 
people. 
 

A stupid and 
pointless romantic 
gesture. 
 

Waking up tied to a 
table with a huge 
sawblade on it. 
 

Lost keys. 
 

Quicksand. 
 

A massive 
info-dump. 
 

That creepy guy in 
the corner staring 
at everyone. 
 

Thousand-year-old 
Twinkies. 
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A disco ball. 
 

A swordsman who 
is not left-handed. 
 

Killer clowns. 
 

Microfilm. 
 

An exploding 
piñata. 
 

Characters who 
were dead all 
along. 
 

The treasure of the 
Sierra Madres. 
 

The Hope 
Diamond. 
 

A tattoo of a 
treasure map. 
 

Cleveland, rocking. 
 

A Tyrannosaurus. 
 

A dashing young 
rogue. 
 

Another damned 
zombie 
apocalypse. 
 

A pair of ruby 
slippers. 
 

Scary piano music. 
 

A foul temptress. 
 

Fresh-baked 
chocolate chip 
cookies. 
 

Santa’s workshop. 
 

A swarm of 
locusts. 
 

A mariachi band. 
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A swift kick in the 
backside. 
 

Charlie the Tuna. 
 

An unnecessary 
car chase through 
a street market. 
 

Something 
concealed in a fake 
filling in the right 
back molar. 
 

Getting jiggy with 
it. 
 

A Chik-Fil-A on the 
other side of town. 
 

Construction on 
every damn 
east-west road in 
the area. 
 

Deepest, darkest 
Africa. 
 

A rebellious Lunar 
colony. 
 

Pistols at dawn! 
 

A jailbreak. 
 

The entire freaking 
Marvel Universe. 
 

A kindly, grizzled 
old mentor who 
gets killed in 
Chapter Two. 
 

A nice cold beer. 
 

Rampant 
misogyny. 
 

The airspeed 
velocity of an 
unladen swallow. 
 

Giant ants. 
 

A newspaper hoax. 
 

Stealing from the 
best. 
 

A guy in a gorilla 
suit. 
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A huge birthday 
cake that 
...something... is 
about to jump out 
of. 
 

A custard pie to 
the face. 
 

A rousing speech 
by Jimmy Stewart. 
 

Truth serum. 
 

A heartwarming 
story for all ages. 
 

Jesus Christ, 
MORE vampires?? 
 

Supermodels who 
are secretly 
assassins. 
 

A librarian with a 
code of ethics. 
 

A spiritual storyline that 
has broad reader appeal 
without managing to 
piss off the Religious 
Right because they get 
their knickers in a twist 
over every damned little 
thing. 
 

Getting trapped in 
an elevator. 
 

Betrayal and 
perfidy!! 
 

A Victorian boys’ 
boarding school. 
 

The pale 
moonlight. 
 

Ghouls and 
cannibals. 
 

Dancing with the 
wordcount in the 
pale moonlight. 
 

Happy families that 
are all alike. 
 

A great white 
whale. 
 

Sticking a fork in a 
toaster. 
 

Blowing up the 
Eiffel Tower. 
 

Hiding in an attic 
from Nazis. 
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A fully-fueled jet 
waiting on the 
tarmac with five 
parachutes in it. 
 

A float at the Rose 
Bowl Parade. 
 

Mardi Gras. 
 

The not-so-Great 
American Novel. 
 

Being vewy, vewy 
quiet whilst 
hunting wabbits. 
 

The Bermuda 
Triangle. 
 

A pearl necklace 
that turns out to be 
fake. 
 

A crappy 
timeshare in West 
Miami. 
 

Duct tape. 
 

War and Peace II: 
Now with 20% 
more war! 
 

The Crusades. 
 

A five-page 
digression about 
ship's rigging. 
 

Rearranging deck 
chairs on the 
Titanic. 
 

Fluorescent trench 
coats. 
 

Side effects that 
may occur. 
 

D&D-related 
injuries. 
 

Stealing shit from 
the Louvre. 
 

Poisoning pigeons 
in the park. 
 

A shiny stiletto 
stuck in her garter. 
 

A big ol’ 
cheeseburger. 
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A huge plagiarized 
mess. 
 

A recommended 
daily part of a 
balanced diet. 
 

Being eaten by 
bears. 
 

A stripper named 
Kandee. 
 

A stripper named 
Dirk. 
 

Mixing up gold 
bullion with soup 
bouillon. 
 

A pregnant woman 
giving birth at the 
worst possible 
time. 
 

The best curly fries 
ever. 
 

Blind mole rats. 
 

Chanel Nos 1 
through 4. 
 

Sleeping with the 
fishes. 
 

Bacon! 
 

$12 in small, 
unmarked bills. 
 

The man behind 
the curtain. 
 

Six boxes of Thin 
Mints. 
 

Real Girl Scouts in 
your Girl Scout 
cookies. 
 

A floor of lava. 
 

A steamy love 
affair that spanned 
over 20 minutes. 
 

A Pepperidge 
Farms outlet. 
 

Being Iron Man. 
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A nature trail to 
Hell. 
 

A chocolate 
factory. 
 

Getting invited to 
the Christmas 
party by mistake. 
 

Delicious creamy 
filling. 
 

A turkey dinner 
with all the 
trimmings. 
 

One of everything 
in the Perkins 
bakery case. 
 

The whole damned 
Brady Bunch. 
 

A hermit named 
Dave. 
 

Operators who are 
not, in fact, 
standing by. 
 

An alien guy in a 
flying phone 
booth. 
 

A near-fatal 
hangover. 
 

Crippling ennui. 
 

Harvey the Wonder 
Hamster. 
 

Flopsy, Mopsy, 
Cottontail, and 
Peter. 
 

A Third Eye, or 
chakras, or some 
other hokey shit. 
 

Listening to 
Wagner and 
brooding. 
 

Traveling with your 
lobster. 
 

The Oxford 
comma. 
 

Two spaces after a 
period.  No, one!  
No, two, dammit! 
 

A critique group 
full of people who 
hate what you 
write. 
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Blog comments 
that are all about 
the commenter, 
not the topic. 
 

A rights-grabby 
contract. 
 

Self-contradictory 
submissions 
guidelines. 
 

An English-
language ‘zine with 
a website in 
German. 
 

Semi-colons. 
 

Modern 
sensibilities in 
historical settings. 
 

Gratuitous 
profanity. 
 

Being told to 
change a character 
to fit someone 
else’s agenda. 
 

Regretting things I 
did at Comicon. 
 

Blasphemy as a 
career path. 
 

Jumping into 
hyperspace. 
 

Teleporting to a 
distant land. 
 

Sarcastic 
supporting 
characters. 
 

A Maguffin to end 
all Maguffins. 
 

A prophylactic 
enchanted with a 
magical curse. 
 

Cybernetically 
enhanced sex toys. 
 

Short-story 
markets that don’t 
tell you the rights 
or payment. 
 

Writing 101 panels. 
 

Scatological 
culinary advice. 
 

Chemical 
intervention. 
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Being all hat, no 
cattle. 
 

Stories that have 
different meanings 
depending on how 
drunk you are. 
 

Hummus. 
 

Fresh rats. 
 

Stabbing. 
 

Mustelid jokes. 
 

Non-domestic 
animals in the pool 
enclosure. 
 

The pit of Tartarus 
in which to grill 
your enemies. 
 

Crushing 
self-doubt. 
 

A ribald old 
woman. 
 

Mystery pickles. 
 


